
McAfee VirusScan: Updating the DAT file 

To create a shortcut for McAfee VirusScan Console: 

1. Click on “Start” then “All Programs” then look for “Network Associates”. You should see a 
drop down menu with an option for “VirusScan Console”.  

2. Right click on the “VirusScan Console” and then click on “Send to”, then click on “Desktop 
(create shortcut)”. 

3. Go to your desktop, look for an icon that looks like:    

To Update the Virus Definitions: 

4. Double click on the “VirusScan Console” icon on your desktop. You will see the following 
dialog box.  

 

5. Double click on “AutoUpdate” under the “Task” column. You will see this next window:  

 



6. Click on the “Update Now” button.  

7. You will see the following window: 

 

8. When the update is finished, you can click “Finish” or the window will close on its own.  

9. Once this window closes, then click on the “Help” to check the date. It should now have a 
more recent date.  

10. Only after you have updated the virus definitions should you start a thorough virus scan. 

Please report any viruses found to me asap! Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

 

 


