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McAfee VirusScan: Checking the DAT file 

Note: It is very important to make sure that your virus definitions are up to date. If they are not, then 
performing a virus scan is useless because it does not have the latest definitions that are needed to detect the 
latest viruses, Trojans, and worms.  

To check the date of the virus definitions: 

1. Click on “Start” then “All Programs” then look for “Network Associates”. You should see a drop down 
menu with an option for “VirusScan Console”.  

2. Right click on the “VirusScan Console” and then click on “Send to”, then click on “Desktop (create 
shortcut)”. The drop down menu will collapse.  

3. Go to your desktop, look for an icon that looks like:    

4. Double click the icon and then click on “Help” when the window opens. Then click on “About”.  The 
window below will be displayed. 

 

5. Look at the “Created On:” date. This date should be very recent. If this date is not recent, you will need 
to update the virus definitions. (See instructions for updating the virus definitions) 

6. Click “OK” to close the dialog box. 

 


