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LEGAL ASPECTS OF ELECTRONICS

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY CARBONDALE

INSTRUCTOR:
Lamont A. Belk, Esq., Adjunct Professor, (706) 394.2603; e-mail: labelk@hotmail.com.
COURSE NO. AND TITLE:



EST 388-3 Legal Aspects of Electronics


COURSE DESCRIPTION:


An introduction to the types of legal problems encountered in the electronics industry to include American legal heritage and legal rights.  The course will emphasize the nature and classification of contracts, warranties, product liabilities, consumer protection, and applicable employment laws. 

Prerequisite:  Electronic Systems Technologies major or consent of department. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:


The student will be able to:

1. Identify fundamental legal procedures and practices common to electronics industry.

2. Define and apply business legal terms as they apply to the electronics industry.

3. Describe various types of business crimes, torts, and regulations that may be encountered in the electronics industry.

4. Differentiate between private and public agency enforcement of legal rights.

5. Identify and describe the rules of construction, interpretation, and transfer of contracts.

TOPICAL OUTLINE:


Topics:







Percentages

I.
Introduction to American Law




20%

II.
Legal Rights and Social Forces




20%

A. Enforcement by private/public agencies

B. Criminal and administrative procedures

III.
Contracts:







40%

A. Elements

B. Types

C. Construction and interpretation

D. Transfer of rights

E. Types of discharge

IV.
Agency and Employment 





20%

A. Scope

B. Limitations of agency authority

C. Conditions and responsibilities of employment


TEXTBOOKS:

Required:

Reed, Shedd, Moorehead, & Pagnattaro. The Legal & Regulatory Environment of Business  (14th ed.), Blacklist, OH: McGraw Hill

BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Cheeseman, H.R. (1994). Contemporary Business Law:  Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice 

      Hall. 

GRADING:
The total number of points, which may be earned, will be distributed as follows: 



Class Participation/ 
20%

Attendance




Quiz


20%



Mid-term

30%



Final Exam

30%

Grades will be calculated as follows:

100-90 A

89-80             B

79-70 C

69-60 D

COURSE FORMAT:

Class sessions will consist of lecture and discussions. All chapter references on the class schedule are to the course text. Students should read and study the assigned material in advance of each class session and be prepared to discuss it in the class-session listed.

CLASS PARTICIPATION/

ATTENDANCE POLICY:

Attendance is necessary and will be taken in the morning and afternoon of each session. Timely and voluntary contribution to class, and responses to instructor’s questions, will be noted and evaluated as part of the student’s final grade.

Absences from instructional hours will be reflected in a student’s final course grade since a portion of the grade to be earned is based on attendance and/or in class participation.  Specifically, the following may be deducted from the student’s total participation/attendance grade: one-half (1/2) point for missing an AM or PM session; two and one-half (2 ½) points for missing a day of class; five (5) points for missing a weekend of class. 
Further, students who stop attending, or never attend a class without officially dropping that class, will be awarded a grade of WF for the class.  Students who attend, but choose to drop after the first weekend of class, MUST notify the program advisor of their intent to drop or they will receive a WF.  
A student directly advising me that they want to drop is not sufficient, and they must go by the office and sign a drop slip.

An INC (incomplete) grade is assigned when a student who is engaged in passing work, for reasons beyond their control, is unable to complete all class assignments. 

When assigning an incomplete grade, an Incomplete Form must be accomplished; a copy given to the student, and a copy given to the program advisor for the student’s file.  

If you miss an exam, special arrangements must be made for a make-up examination.  The make-up may be measurably more difficult than the missed exam to compensate for the additional study time, and must be taken within two (2) weeks of the initial exam (unless other arrangements are made in advance).

If you anticipate the need for receiving an “Incomplete,” please let me know as soon as possible.  All course work to finish an “Incomplete,” must be accomplished within six (6) months of the last class. 

Note: If, because of a disability, you feel that special adjustments may be necessary to reasonably accommodate you, please contact the school’s local representative, or myself, before class starts,
EXAMS/QUIZ:

There will be one quiz, a mid-term and a final exam. The quiz and exams will consist of multiple-choice questions, True and false questions and possible short answers. All students must take the quiz and exam on the scheduled date and time. Quiz and exam questions are drawn from assigned readings, lectures, class discussions and all other information discussed during class sessions.

CLASS PROJECT:
There will be an in class project to be completed by students divided into small groups and class time will be set aside to work on the assignment and discuss the project. The group’s final written project will be submitted for grading and will be due the last weekend of class.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

Safety Instructions:     

Instructors will provide guidance and direction to students in the classroom in the event of an emergency affecting your location.  It is important that you follow these instructions and stay with your instructor during an evacuation or sheltering emergency.  
If you are located on a military installation, and depending on the type emergency a senior military member may take control of the situation and direct you on the action to take.  Please follow their instructions and do as asked.  Similarly, if you are at a community college, their security personal may arrive and take control of a situation, please follow their instructions as well.  
Academic Dishonesty:
Students may be subject to disciplinary proceedings resulting in an academic penalty or disciplinary penalty for academic dishonesty.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, or collusion.

ADA Statement for Students Requiring Special Accommodations:  

As per 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the American Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, if accommodations are needed, inform the instructor or program advisor as soon as possible.  

SCHEDULE:
The attached schedule may be changed at the discretion of the instructor.

LEGAL ASPECTS OF ELECTRONICS

EST 388-3

CLASS SCHEDULE

FIRST WEEKEND


Reading Assignment: Textbook Chapters 1 through 6. A Quiz will be given on Sunday afternoon and will cover the first five chapters.  
SEOND WEEKEND:


Reading Assignment: Textbook Chapters 7 through 12. The quiz will be returned and discussed. The mid-term will be given on Sunday and will cover the material covered through the second Saturday`

THIRD WEEKEND:            


Reading Assignment: Textbook Chapters 13-18.  The mid-term will be returned and discussed. The final exam will be given on Sunday afternoon. It will cover the material covered subsequent to the mid-term.  

