Congratulations to Dr. Kathy Ward, this year's recipient of the Midwest Sociological Society's Jane Addams award. The Women in the Profession Committee, grantors of the award, note that "service to girls and women has traditionally been invisible and under-rewarded in society and in the discipline of sociology.  This award is one effort to reward and make visible such efforts and to highlight positive role models who advance girls and women's issues, causes, or 

status through personal involvement in service activities.  Named after Jane Addams, this award will recognize, highlight, and award a modern-day individual who embodies the passion, dedication, and activism of Jane Addams in their efforts to improve the status of girls or women. Individuals may receive the award for a sustained record of service to girls or women or for an intensive, short-term 

effort on behalf of girls or women.  Award recipients may have performed such service inside or outside of the academy, in the Midwest, or beyond."  

The committee recognized Kathy for her work "to empower women in the Bangladesh community" through her "activist work in training women workers through the Nari Jibon Project and creating domestic violence awareness to Bangladeshi women, as well in the academy" through her active engagement of students in her research at Southern Illinois University.

She will be honored along with other members of the MSS from 4:30 to 6:30 this Saturday in honoring Dr. Ward for this outstanding achievement.  As previously announced, Dr. Jennifer Dunn will be awarded the MSS Early Career Scholarship Award at that ceremony as well. (This means that this year faculty members from our department won two of the three major awards the MSS bestows upon faculty! That's quite an accomplishment considering that the MSS covers a 9 state region and has members from all 50 states.)  The awards ceremony will be held in Grand Salon D (2nd floor) at the Hilton at the Ballpark in downtown St. Louis.

