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1870s Agrarian Activism
in Southern Illinois: Mediator
between Two Eras

JANE ADAMS

DURING THE LATTER PART of the nineteenth century, farmers
in extreme southern Illinois, along with farmers throughout the
state and region, organized politically and economically. The first
big upsurge of organization was in 1873 with the organization of
farmers’ clubs and granges of the Patrons of Husbandry. In Union
County, Illinois, all sectors of the local society appear to have
been swept up in the tide of discontent, although a close analysis
of those active in the movement and the associations that suc-
ceeded it indicates that the movement gave voice and organized
expression to a specific class. To use McNall’s (1988) analysis of
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