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The literature on women’s role in economic development in the third world
indicates that as agrarian societies industrialize, women tend to take on ever
greater responsibility for agricultural production, in addition to their re-
productive and household duties, as working age men and, in some cases,
women seek wage labor to supplement insufficient farm production (Boserup
1970:80-81; Bossen 1984; Deere and Ledn de Leal 1981, Ward 1984).

In contrast, since World War II in the United States, farm women have
tended to become increasingly removed from farm production, their reproduc-
tive and household tasks have diminished greatly, and they have entered the
nonfarm labor force in large numbers.

What accounts for the different consequences of industrial development on
women in different areas? The problem is both historical and analytical; it
requires examination of broader issues of agricultural development.

In order to explain the differential consequences of development as they
have occurred in the United States, I will first describe the attributes of
peasant and quasi-peasant agriculture, then indicate, using a rural Illinois
county as a case study, the ways in which these terms are applicable to pre—
World War II U.S. agriculture and some of the ways in which U.S. farming,
as industrialization occurred, appeared to parallel the dynamics now occurring
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